
PORTFOLIOS
Part of a student-engaged assessment 
system where the primary purpose is to 

engage students in assessing their growth 
and learning.  Reflecting on their work and 
how it demonstrates mastery of or growth 

towards learning standards.
(Ron Berger, Leaders of their own learning, pg. 261)





The Four Elements of Learning Documentation aim 

to provide parents a “window” into student learning 

through:

■ Authentic Evidence – Showing growth over time in what the 

learner KNOWS, can DO, and what they understand;

■ Quality Assessment – Information that informs both 

learning and teaching, shifting ownership to SHARED 

OWNERSHIP between learner, teacher, and parent;

■ Learning Standards – Evidence demonstrates growth in 

relation to the Learning Standards of B.C.’s Curriculum; 

and

■ Voice – Learning is deepened with the presence of 

STUDENT, TEACHER, and PARENT voice.



Types of portfolios

■ Learning portfolio – If a student were to 
take a video of them reading in four 
consecutive months, you would see all 
readings over time to see development and 
growth.

■ Showcase portfolio -If a student were to 
take a video of them reading in four 
consecutive months, they would pick the 
best one from the four samples.

https://georgecouros.ca/blog/archives/7450



Implementation

■ Content, competencies or both?

■ Provide time to reflect on success and areas for 
improvement

■ Reflect on process and final products

■ Reflect on core competencies

■ Share with parents   possible have parents 
sign off on term reflection

■ Student teacher conferences – at reporting 
periods or midway through?

■ Assessment – provide students with a learning 
map





Potential Barriers to Portfolio 
Use

■ TIME

– For reflections

– For assessment of portfolios

– For student-led conferences

■ Content – can be “one and done”

■ Paper or Electronic?



Tools for Making Portfolios

■ Blogs – Edublog, Evernote, OneNote

■ Websites – weebly, wix, google sites

■ Paper – binders, file folders

■ Eportfolio platforms – myBlueprint, 

Freshgrade



Resources:

■ Resources on blogs as digital portfolios – link

■ Surrey secondary student examples of portfolio entries and 

reflections – link

■ 11 essentials for portfolios – link

■ 5 reasons to use digital portfolios in your classroom - link

https://georgecouros.ca/blog/presentation-resources/resources-on-blogs-as-digital-portfolios
http://surreylearningbydesign.ca/demos/digital-portfolios/secondary/
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/11-essentials-for-excellent-eportfolios-vicki-davis
https://www.teachthought.com/technology/5-reasons-to-use-digital-portfolios-in-your-classroom/





